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Dec. 21.

We seem to have made a little eruption back into the
year 1759, for victories have arrived, for two days together,
D'Estaing is defeated, and wounded in two places, at the
siege of the Savannah in Georgia, and has lost fifteen
hundred men; so says the extraordinary Gazette: but
I must own there seems to be a great hiatus in the
authority; for it comes from nobody concerned in the
action, not even to those that sent it to us. Indeed, there
is nothing contradictory that we have not believed about
D'Estaing within these forty-eight hours: he himself, with
four other ships and sixteen transports, was sworn to be at
the bottom of the sea, by one that saw them there, or might
have seen them there, as he was close by when they set
out. Then he was landed in France; and then he was
repulsed in Georgia; and then his whole fleet revives, and
reassembles, and blocks up the port of the Savannah:
and now he himself is indubitably at Paris, as letters
thence last night positively affirm3. However, the Park
and Tower guns firmly believe the Gazette's account,
and huzza'd yesterday morning. I hope they were in
the right, excepting on the entire existence of D'Estaing'a
squadron.

Well! you may hold up your head a Httle vis-favis de
Monsieur de Barbantan \ If new triumphs do not pour in
too fast, I hope to be able to write the next myself. At
present I am party per pale, gout and health; but unluckily
the former is on the dexter side, and makes it void,

2 After his repulse at Savannah     part sailed for the West Indies,
D'Estaing, with part of Ms fleet,        3 The SVeneh minister at JBlorence,
returned to France, wliilo the other

WALJPOLK, X*o seize the criminal, and with his own hand performed
